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8 Energy Policy Studies

progress 1n coming to grips with some of the challenges posed by the
energy crisis but we face the danger of becoming quiescent when there
is still a great deal that must be done. Among the items high on his
agenda for action are the need to redress the burden on the poor
created by higher energy prices, the need to pursue a more aggressive
program of energy conservation, and the need to clarify public and
private responsibilities in research and development and then
strengthen the R&D process. Whether or not one agrees with the
specifics of Thompson’s agenda, it is difficult to quarrel with his
analysis that in recent years we have walked away from any coherent
energy policy while "muttering the mantra of free market," or with
his warning that we can’t afford to wait for the next shoe to drop.

The Politics of Energy R&D is essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand the incredible tragedy of failed opportunities to
permanently relieve our dependence on imported oil and to understand
t'he waste of billions of taxpayers’ dollars on uneconomic central sta-
tion electric power options. The book also makes an important contri-
bution in explaining the huge potential of more sound energy R&D
alternatives - and the total failure of the Reagan administration to
learn anything from the mistakes of the past or to develop the great
potential of conservation and renewables for the future.

The Origins of the

Nuclear Power Fiasco

Amory B. Lovins

The federal commitment to civilian nuclear power has achieved
six things which are individually noteworthy and collectively extraor-
dinary.

First, it has cost the taxpayer upwards of $70 billion (1983 dol-
lars) in direct federal support and subsidy to bring the technology to a
state where it can be commercially deployed and to bring that deploy-
ment to its present state of disarray (updated from Battelle Pacific
Northwest Laboratories, 1978).

Second, the federal commitment has led the electric utility indus-
try to allocate great sums of capital to reactor construction - over
$125 billion so far, which is more than the entire cost of the space pro-
gram or the war in Vietnam (Cook, 1985). In 1982 alone, utilities
spent twice as much money building reactors as the nation invested in
the car, truck, iron and steel industries put together.

Third, the nuclear commitment has slowed the resolution of the
energy problem more than has any other federal action, with the pos-
sible exception of price regulation on natural gas. This is because
money spent on slow and costly ways of replacing oil, like building
power plants, cannot be spent on rapid and relatively cheap ways of
saving oil, like weatherizing buildings or making vehicles more
efficient.

Fourth, nuclear power has gravely undermined national security
(on which another branch of our government is spending about
$10,000 a second), both by spreading bombs and innocent disguises for
bomb programs around the world (Lovins and Lovins, 1981), and by
putting very large inventories of radioactive materials upwind of many
of our cities (Lovins and Lovins, 1982).
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